Biosimilars help lower drug costs

While specialty drug claims (including biologics) represent less than 2% of overall prescriptions, they
account for more than 50% of total prescription medication spend.’
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These drugs can usually be
substituted by the pharmacist
filling the prescription. Approval
of the generic by the FDA allows
substitution.

In Texas, an interchangeable
drug may be substituted by
the pharmacist filling the
prescription.

Are interchangeable biosimilars safer or more effective than other biosimilars?

No. Per the FDA both biosimilars and interchangeable biosimilars are as safe and effective as the original
biologic they were compared to, and they can both be used in its place.®

A recently published meta-analysis by the FDA supports that there were no differences in multiple factors
between a reference product and a switched product.®

In the oncology therapeutic area, the American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) has stated “distinction
between interchangeability designation and biosimilars is unnecessary, burdensome, and creates barriers
to high value care””’

The FDA is currently deemphasizing the interchangeable requirement.®
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